for they alone possessed the means of learning,
since they alone knew how to read and write.
They were powerful enough to be feared even
by emperors, so that emperors devised a way of
keeping them enslaved by their own learning,
and made the official examinations the only
means to political advancement, those incredibly
difficult examinations which ate up a man's
whole life and thought in preparing for them,
and kept him too busy with memorizing and
copying the dead and classical past to see the
present and its wrongs. In that past the scholars
found their rules of art. But the novel was not
there, and they did not see it being created
before then: eyes, for the people created the
novel and what living people were doing did
not interest the scholars, who thought of litera-
ture as an art.

If scholars ignored the people, however, the
people in turn laughed at the scholars. They
made innumerable jokes about them, of which
this is a fair sample : One day a company of